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Power + Abilities 

 

      I know a fellow who went to his doctor and said, “Doctor, if you want to, you can 

cure me.” Now that is exactly what the man with leprosy in our gospel this morning 

had to say to Jesus. He firmly believed Jesus had the power to cure him. All that was 

needed for the cure to take place was for Jesus to be willing to do it. 

    Isn’t that what some people think about us? We have the power and the ability to do 

certain things. And they say, “all that is needed is that we be willing to do them.” Well, 

I disagree with that! Real life just isn’t that simple. 

     Jesus as God could have cured all the lepers in Israel at that time if He wanted to. 

And I do think He wanted to! But, as a human being, the God in Him was limited 

because of time, place and human energy. Let’s face it, He only had three years to spend 

with us and His schedule was always pretty full. And this same thing is also true with 

us. We may be capable of doing many, many things, but our dance cards are often full 

and overloaded. So, we have to decide what is urgent, what we can put off till later, and 

what we must leave for someone else to do. 

     Jesus cured hundreds of sick people and He fed thousands of hungry people. Still, 

there were many, many others in Israel at that time who remained and sick and unfed. 

He also did a lot of preaching. He taught. He answered all kinds of questions. He laid 

down the foundation for His church here on earth. He was very busy. And then, bingo. 

His time was up!!! And what He didn’t get done, He left for others to take care of. Now, 

did He feel guilty when He went back to heaven having left so much work still undone? 

Well, how would you feel if you were in that situation? 

     When you can’t do all that you have the ability to do…and when you can’t do all that 

you want to do…do you feel guilty? Well, I have to remind you: Life is meant to be a 

team effort!!!  It’s not a one-man show. We can only do whatever we have the time, 

ability and energy to do. And the rest…we have to leave to others. So, try not to feel 

guilty. And give other people the chance to do what Jesus wants them to do. It will 

make them feel better.  

 

Inspired by Luke 5:12-16 


